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posing, or rather Is there any reason at all for supposing,
that In 1756 Rousseau was offered the post either of
Librarian, or of Professor of Philosophy at Geneva, with
a salary of 1,200 florins ; and that the Doctor Tronchin.
was charged to convey this offer to the author of the
Discourse upon Inequality f

The first reflection that must occur to e^ery one Is that,
If any such proposal had been made to Rousseau, It seems
very strange he should not have recorded it in the
Confessions. On the contrary, he expresses himself
disappointed by the cold reception his Discourse upon
Inequality had met with, at Geneva; and he gives this
as one of the principal reasons why in 1755 he began to
waver in the decision he had arrived at when, full of
delightful memories of the cordial welcome given him
by his fellow-citizens In 1754, he had returned to Paris,
resolved to wind up business matters there, and then
to establish himself at Geneva.

In February, 1756, the epoch of Tronchln's visit
to Paris, Eousseau had already made up his mind to
accept the Hermitage ; and was only waiting for the walls
of the house to be dry; so that even If Tronchln had
been delegated to propose to him the place of librarian,
left vacant, as Professor Eitter has discovered, by the
resignation of a venerable official of eighty-six (le
Spectable Baulacre by name) on the 28th February,
1756, he could but have declined the offer. Professor
Bitter, as a result of examining the registers of the
Venerable Company of Pastors of Geneva, has established
that whereas the resignation of the " Spectable Baulacre "
was accepted on the 28th February, the election of the
Pastor Pictet to take his place stands recorded on the
5th March.

" When one observes" writes Professor RItter (who,
like other readers of the printed Memoirs, is inevitably
misled by the editor's substitution of the word * librarian'
for * professor of philosophy'), the haste at Geneva to
nominate M. Pictet, when there can have been hardly pas
